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WORLD CLASS LANDSCAPES  
 
World class landscapes are those landscapes considered to be of significance at the 
global scale. While such landscapes will obviously be significant nationally, to be of 
world significance demands something more, the perfection of those qualities that we 
humans regard as beautiful.  
 
In order to identify scenes of world class landscapes a range of inventories were 
examined where landscapes have been accorded global significance. Such 
inventories are at both the world scale and individual nation scale, the former 
obviously being the more useful. However it is evident when reviewing these 
inventories that no standard exists by which world class landscapes may be 
assessed, rather they rely on the judgement of the nominating body. Indeed it is 
apparent that no survey has been undertaken at the world level solely to determine 
landscapes of world significance. Rather, most assessments have been from a 
broader perspective – world heritage and wonders of the world. 
 
The following global inventories have been reviewed: 
 
·  World Heritage sites under the World Heritage Convention 
·  24 inventories of the Wonders of the World 
 
Inventories also exist of particular features including volcanoes, waterfalls and caves 
but those of world significance are likely to have found their way onto one of these 
inventories.  
 
World Heritage Sites 
 
The list of World Heritage Sites includes sites nominated for their natural aesthetic 
qualities and ideally the list should provide a complete listing of world class 
landscapes. The reality, however, falls well short of this ideal.  
 
The World Heritage Convention has been ratified by 187 nations (out of 195 nations 
in the world). The Convention defines cultural and natural sites as:  
 

works of man or the combined works of nature and of man, and areas including 
archaeological sites which are of outstanding universal value  from the 
historical, aesthetic , ethnological or anthropological points of view. 

 
Sites can be of mixed natural and cultural heritage and include cultural landscapes 
which are illustrative of the evolution of human society and settlement over time. 
 
Natural sites include: 
 
·  natural features consisting of physical and biological formations or groups of 

such formations, which are of outstanding universal value from the aesthetic  or 
scientific point of view; 

·  natural sites or precisely delineated natural areas of outstanding universal value 
from the point of view of science, conservation or natural beauty . 
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The key determinant of world status is of outstanding universal value. This is defined 
as so exceptional as to transcend national boundaries and to be of common 
importance for present and future generations of all humanity. Sites are selected, not 
on the basis of their national or regional importance, but only a select list of the most 
outstanding of these from an international viewpoint achieve World Heritage status. 
 
The World Heritage Convention lists ten criteria for World Heritage status: 1. human 
creative genius, 2. human values, 3. cultural tradition, 4. buildings, 5. human 
settlement, 6. living traditions, 7. natural aesthetics , 8. Earth’s history, 9. ecology 
and biology, and 10. natural habitats. 
 
 The definition of Criterion 7 is that the area contains superlative natural phenomena 
or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance. 
 
The Convention recognises that no area is totally pristine and that all natural areas 
are in a dynamic state, and to some extent involve contact with people. The 
Convention requires sites under Criterion 7 to include areas that are essential for 
maintaining the beauty of the property. A site for example which includes a waterfall 
needs to include its catchment and downstream areas that are “integrally linked” to 
the maintenance of its aesthetic qualities.  
 
The Convention emphasises cultural landscapes with a major section devoted to 
their definition. This includes evaluation of the enhancement of scenic beauty. 
 
All sites deemed worthy of World Heritage listing are required to meet strict 
conditions of integrity and/ or authenticity and are safeguarded by adequate 
protection and management.  
 
The World Heritage List (http://whc.unesco.org/en/list) lists 911 sites comprising 704 
cultural sites, 180 natural sites, and 27 mixed cultural/natural sites. The Antarctica 
and Arctic are excluded.  
 
The World Heritage List was reviewed, country by country, to identify those sites 
which were nominated under Criterion 7, natural beauty and aesthetic importance. 
There are 132 sites that included Criterion 7 and these are from 62 nations. In 
addition, there are sites that are obviously of significant scenic value but which are 
not listed under Criterion 7 although listed under other criteria. In total 174 sites from 
74 nations were considered. Table 1 shows nations with multiple listings of sites. 
 

Table 1 Number of listings and aesthetic criterion by nation 
 

Country  Sites Listed  Criterion 7  
Australia  12 10 
Brazil  5 4 
Canada  7 7 
China  12 10 
France  5 4 
Italy  5 1 
Russian Federation  6 4 
United Kingdom  5 4 
United States  11 9 
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The area of each site ranged widely from less than one square kilometre (villages in 
Upper Svanti in Geogia amidst the Caucusus) to over 400,000 sq km (Phoenix 
Islands Protected Area in Kiribati). Figure 1 indicates the majority are between 100 
and 10,000 sq km in area. 
 

 
 

Figure 1 Area of World Heritage landscape sites 
 
Many sites combine cultural elements (Criteria 1 – 6) in a natural setting, thereby 
creating very pleasing landscapes. Examples include: 
 
·  Old City of Dubrovnik in Coratia 
·  Masada in Israel 
·  Cinque Terre in Italy,  
·  Mount Taisan, Mount Emei, Mount Wuyi in China 
·  Mont-Saint-Michel in France  
·  Historic Sanctuary of Machu Picchu in Peru 
 
There are many omissions and anomalies in the sites identified which suggest 
inadequacies in the way that nations consider nominating sites. Deficiencies 
including the following: 
 
·  Austria lists eight cultural sites but no natural sites. 
 
·  Chile lists five cultural sites but no natural sites, not even Torres Del Paine ! 
 
·  France – all 35 sites are cultural except for four natural sites being the Pyrenees 

and three islands outside France (Corsica, Reunion and New Caledonia). The 
famous landscapes of Provence, the Riviera coast, Mont Blanc, Loire and 
Moselle valleys are omitted. 

 
·  Germany has 35 sites, all cultural except for two natural sites being a fossil pit 

and the Wadden Sea. The Bavarian Alps, Berchtesgaden and the Black Forest 
are all omitted. Part of the Rhine Valley is included as a cultural site but not under 
criteria 7, despite its description including a “dramatic and varied natural 
landscape”. 

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��	 
 ���	 

 ����	 


 ������	

�




�������	


�




���������


��
���

���
���

���

������������



4�
�

© 2011 Dr Andrew Lothian, Scenic Solutions 
�

 
·  Greece has 17 sites, all cultural and include two cultural/natural sites (Meteora 

and Mt Athos). Outstanding landscapes such as Mt Olympus, the Greek Islands, 
and the Peloponnese (including the classical Arcadian landscape) are excluded. 

 
·  India has 28 sites including four natural sites, three of which are caves, plus 

Nanda Devi/Valley of Flowers NPs in Kashmir. 
 
·  Italy has 42 cultural sites and three natural sites – the Dolomites, Monte San 

Giorgio, and the Aeolian Islands. Omissions include the Italian Lakes, Cinque 
Terre, Amalfi coast and the famed Tuscany landscape.  

 
·  UK has 28 sites including five natural sites, but only one of these is in England – 

Devon coast (geology). The others are in Northern Ireland (Giant’s Causeway) 
and remote islands. Omitted are the Lake District, Snowdonia, Peak District, and 
Cornwall, as well as significant Areas of Natural Beauty (AONBs) and national 
parks which were dedicated on the basis of their landscapes.  

 
Around forty of the nominations of sites with significant landscapes did not cite 
Criterion 7 among their justification for listing. Some of these are quite inexplicable, 
for example in Australia, the Blue Mountains is one of the country’s foremost 
landscape area but was nominated solely on the basis of its botanical and ecological 
significance, as was the Gondwana Rainforests of Australia which includes areas 
such as Mt Warning, Barrington Tops and New England Plateau.  
 
Other omissions from Criterion 7 include: 
 
·  Mount Emei Scenic Area and Leshan Giant Buddha Scenic Area in China, 

despite being named a Scenic Area, was not nominated under Criteria 7 
·  Mont-Saint-Michel in France  
·  Archaeological site of Delphi in Greece 
 
With these deficiencies in mind, Table 2 lists landscapes included under Criterion 7 
together with outstanding landscapes which were included on the World Heritage 
List but under other criteria. 
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TABLE 2 WORLD HERITAGE LIST BY COUNTRY 
Criterion 7 plus outstanding landscapes listed unde r other criteria 

 
Country Name of area 

Algeria Tassili N'Ajjer National Park 

Argentina Los Glaciares National Park 

 Iguazú National Park 

Australia Great Barrier Reef 

 Kakudu National Park 

 Tasmanian wilderness 

 Lord Howe Island Group 

 Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park 

 Gondwana Rainforests of Australia 

 Wet Tropics of Queensland 

 Shark Bay 

 Fraser Island 

 Macquarie Island 

 Blue Mountains National Park 

 
Purnululu National Park (Bungle 
Bungles) 

Belarus Belovezhskaya Pushcha/Bia
owie� a 
Forest 

Belize Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System 

Bolivia Noel Kempff Mercado National Park 

Brazil Iguaçu National Park 

 Atlantic Forest South-East Reserves 

 Pantanal Conservation Complex 

 Brazilian Atlantic Islands 

 Cerrado Protected Areas 

Bulgaria Srebarna Nature Reserve 

 Pirin National Park 

Canada Nahanni National Park 

 Dinosaur Provincial Park 

 
Kluane/Wrangell-St Elias/Glacier 
Bay/Tatshenshini-Alsek 

 Wood Buffalo NP 

 Canadian Rocky Mountain Parks 

 Gros Morne National Park 

 Waterton Lakes National Park 

China Mount Taishan 

 Mount Huangshan 

 
Jiuzhaigou Valley Scenic & Historic 
Interest Area 

 
Wulingyuan Scenic and Historic Interest 
Area 

 
Huanglong Scenic And Historic Interest 
Area 

 
Mount Emei Scenic Area and Leshan 
Giant Buddha Scenic Area 

 
Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan 
Protected Areas 

 Mount Wuyi 

 Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuaries 

 South China Karst 

 Mount Sanqingshan National Park 

 China Danxia 

Columbia Malpelo Fauna and Flora Sanctuary 

Costa Rica Talamanca Range-La Amistad NP 

Côte d'Ivoire Tai NP 

Croatia Plitvice Lakes National Park 

 Old City of Dubrovnik 

Cuba Desembarco del Granma National Park 

 Alejandro de Humboldt National Park 

Congo Virunga NP 

(Democratic Kahuzi-Biéga NP 

Republic) Garamba NP 

 Salonga NP 

Denmark Ilulissat Icefjord 

Dominica Morne Trois Pitons NP 

Ecuador Galápagos Islands NP 

 Sangay NP 

Ethiopia Simien NP 

France Mont-Saint-Michel & its bay 

 Gulf of Porto 

 Pyrénées - Mont Perdu 

 Lagoons of New Caledonia 

 
Pitons, cirques, ramparts of Reunion 
Island 

Gabon Lopé-Okanda 

Georgia Upper Svanti 

Germany Upper Middle Rhine Valley 

Greece Archaeological Site of Delphi 

 Meteora 

 
Mount Athos 

Honduras Río Plátano Biosphere Reserve 

India Nanda Devi NP / Valley of Flowers NP 

Indonesia Komodo NP 

 
Ujung Kulon National Park, Krakatau 
Islands 

 Lorentz NP (West Irian) 

 Tropical Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra 

Israel Masada 

Italy 
Portovenere, Cinque Terre, and the 
Islands 

 Cilento and Vallo di Diano 

 Isole Eolie (Aeolian Islands) 

 Val d'Orcia 

 The Dolomites 

Japan Shirakami-Sanchi (Shirakami Mountains) 
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 Yakushima 

Kenya Mount Kenya National Park 

 Lake Turkana National Parks 

Kiribati Phoenix Islands Protected Area 

South Korea Jeju Volcanic Island and Lava Tubes 

Kyrgyzstan Sulaiman-Too Sacred Mountain 

Lebanon Holy Valley/ Forest of the Cedars of God 

Macedonia Lake Ohrid 

Madagascar Tsingy de Bemaraha Strict Nature 
Reserve 

 Rainforests of the Atsinanana 

Malawi Lake Malawi National Park 

Malaysia Gunung Mulu National Park 

 Kinabalu Park 

Mali Cliff of Bandiagara (Land of the Dogons) 

Mexico Sian Ka'an 

 
Islands and Protected Areas of the Gulf 
of California 

 Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve 

Montenegro Natural and Culturo-Historical Region of 
Kotor 

 Durmitor National Park 

Nepal Sagarmatha NP (Everest) 

 Royal Chitwan National Park 

New Zealand Te Wahipounamu (SW NZ World 
Heritage Area) 

 Tongariro National Park 

Niger Aïr and Ténéré Natural Reserves 

Norway 
West Norwegian Fjords – Geirangerfjord 
& Nærøyfjord 

Panama Darién National Park 

Peru Historic Sanctuary of Machu Picchu 

 Huascaran National Park 

 Rio Abiseo National Park 

Philippines Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park 

 
Rice Terraces of the Philippine 
Cordilleras 

 
Puerto Princesa Subterranean River NP 

Poland Belovezhskaya Pushcha / Bia
owie� a 
Forest 

Portugal Laurisilva of Madeira 

 Cultural Landscape of Sintra 

 Alto Douro Wine Region 

 
Landscape of the Pico Island Vineyard 
Culture 

Romania Danube Delta 

Russian  Virgin Komi Forests 

Federation Lake Baikal 

 Volcanoes of Kamchatka 

 The Golden Mountains of Altai 

 Western Caucasus 

 Putorana Plateau 

Saint Lucia Pitons Management Area 

San Marino San Marino Historic Centre and Mount 
Titano 

Senegal Djoudj National Bird Sanctuary 

Seychelles Aldabra Atoll 

 Vallée de Mai Nature Reserve 

South Africa iSimangaliso Wetland Park 

 uKhahlamba / Drakensberg Park 

Spain 
Garajonay National Park (Canary 
Islands) 

 Doñana National Park 

 Ibiza, Biodiversity and Culture 

 Teide National Park 

Sri Lanka Central Highlands of Sri Lanka 

Sweden The Laponian Area 

Switzerland Swiss Alps Jungfrau-Aletsch 

 Swiss Tectonic Arena Sardona 

 Lavaux, Vineyard Terraces 

Tanzania Ngorongoro Conservation Area 

 Serengeti National Park 

 Kilimanjaro NP 

Thailand Thungyai - Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife 
Sanctuaries 

Turkey Göreme National Park and the Rock 
Sites of Cappodocia 

 Hierapolis-Pamukkale 

Uganda Bwindi Impenetrable National Park 

United Kingdom Giant's Causeway and Causeway Coast 

 St Kilda 

 Henderson Island 

 Gough and Inaccessible Islands 

 Dorset and East Devon coast 

United States Yellowstone NP 

 Grand Canyon NP 

 
Kluane / Wrangell-St Elias / Glacier Bay / 
Tatshenshini-Alsek - see in Canada 

 Redwood National and State Parks 

 Mammoth Cave National Park 

 Olympic NP 

 Great Smoky Mountains National Park 

 Yosemite  

 Hawaii Volcanoes National Park 

 Carlsbad Caverns National Park. 

 Papah� naumoku� kea 

Venezuela Canaima National Park 

Vietnam Ha Long Bay 

 Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park 

Yemen Socotra Archipelago 

Zambia/Zimbabwe Victoria Falls/ Mosi-oa-Tunya 

Zimbabwe Mana Pools National Park, Sapi and 
Chewore Safari Areas 
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Wonders of the World 
 
The term “wonder” is a curious term but widely used in lists of the 7 wonders of the 
world, wonders of the ancient world, etc. Used as a noun, wonder means “something 
strange and surprising; a cause of surprise, astonishment, or admiration”, or “the 
emotion excited by what is strange and surprising; a feeling of surprised or puzzled 
interest, sometimes tinged with admiration”, the example given for the latter being the 
wonder felt at seeing the Grand Canyon (www.dictionary.com). The Cambridge on-
line Dictionary defines it as “a feeling of great surprise and admiration caused by 
seeing or experiencing something that is strange and new” or “an object that causes a 
feeling of great surprise and admiration” (www.dictionary.cambridge.org). Similarly, 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary defines it as a “strange or remarkable thing” or the 
emotion “excited by what surpasses expectation or experience … surprise mingled 
with admiration…”.Key terms in these definitions are: strange, surprise, admiration.  
 
While the term wonder is not a synonym for landscape and can cover a range of 
visual and other experiences, it surely encompasses wonderful landscapes as 
landscapes such as the Grand Canyon are described as wonders.  
 
A large number of lists of wonders of the world exist. Twenty-three on-line lists were 
examined, plus a book by the Readers Digest, Scenic Wonders of the World (1981). 
There are similar national books all published by the Readers Digest: Scenic 
Wonders of America, 1973; Scenic Wonders of Australia, 1976; and China: Its Most 
Scenic Places, 2005), however being restricted to a national perspective, these books 
were not reviewed.  
 
A bias is apparent in many of the lists towards “wonders” in the country which 
prepared the list. Thus sites in the United States and other Western nations tend to be 
overrepresented as many of the lists originated in these countries, while “wonders” in 
remote or developing countries are likely to be underrepresented. A fairly recent 
website is the New 7 Wonders which uses online voting to identify world wonder sites 
(www.new7wonders.com/en) and thus may provide a more global assessment. 
 
Table 3 lists the top rated sites from these sources together with those on the World 
Heritage List, based on the number of times the site was rated by the lists. The 
location of the sites are shown by Figure 2. 
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Table 3 Top rated Wonders of the World 

 
1. Grand Canyon NP (US) 11 

  
2. Great Barrier Reef (Australia) 9 
3. Angel Falls (Venezuela) 9 

  
4. Galápagos Islands (Ecuador) 8 
5. Victoria Falls (Zambia/Zimbabwe) 8 

  
6. Iguazú Falls NP (Brazil) 7 
7. Mount Everest (Nepal/Tibet) 7 
8. Ngorongoro Crater (Tanzania) 7 
9. Yellowstone NP (US) 7 

  
10. Uluru (Australia) 6 
11. Amazon rain forest (mainly Brazil) 6 
12. Mt Kilimanjaro (Tanzania) 6 
13. Niagara Falls (US/Canada) 6 
14. Yosemite (US) 6 

  
15. Banff/Rocky Mountains (Canada) 5 
16. Rio De Janerio Harbour (Brazil) 5 
17. Guilin Mountains (Li River) China 5 
18. Nile River (Egypt, Ethiopia, Sudan) 5 
19. Dead Sea (Israel/Jordan) 5 
20. Milford Sound (New Zealand) 5 
21. Norwegian Fjords (Norway) 5 
22. Banaue rice terraces (Philippines) 5 
23. Matterhorn (Switzerland) 5 
24. Carlsbad Caverns (US) 5 

  
25. Bay of Fundy (Canada) 4 
26. Greenland (Denmark) 4 
27. Krakatau (Indonesia) 4 

28. Meteora (Greece) 4 
29. Bora Bora (Tahiti) 4 
30. Mt Kenya (Kenya) 4 
31. Jeita Grotto (Lebanon) 4 
32. Machu Picchu (Peru) 4 
33. Puerto Princesa Subterranean River 
(Philippines) 4 

34. Cappodocia (Turkey) 4 
35. Giant's Causeway (UK) 4 
36. Halong Bay (Vietnam) 4 
37. Bernese Alps (Eiger, Monch, 
Jungfau) (Switzerland) 

4 

  
38. Eisriesenwelt ice caves (Austria) 3 
39. Mount Huangshan (China) 3 
40. Mont St Michel (France) 3 
41. Rhine Valley (Germany) 3 
42. Vatnajokull Glacier (Iceland) 3 
43. Kashmir/Ladakh (India) 3 
44. Komodo (Indonesia) 3 
45. Cliffs of Moher (Eire) 3 
46. Jerusalem-Old city (Israel) 3 
47. Vesuvius volcano (Italy) 3 
48. Venice canals (Italay) 3 
49. Mt Fuji (Japan) 3 
50. Maldive Islands (Maldives) 3 
51. Copper Canyon (Mexico) 3 
52. Lake Baikal (Russia) 3 
53. Drakensberg Mountain (South 
Africa) 3 

54. Canary Islands (Spain) 3 
55. Sigiriya (Lions Rock) (Sri Lanka) 3 

 
The top rating site is the Grand Canyon (US) and it is perhaps surprising that it was 
included in only 11 of the 24 sources. Clearly there is little consistency in the 
evaluation of the world’s top sites.  
 
While landscape clearly dominates in the majority of sites, in some other factors are 
important:  
 
·  the Great Barrier Reef is an underwater landscape of incredible marine biological 

diversity; 
·  the Galápagos Islands are associated with Charles Darwin’s development of his 

theory of evolution; 
·  the Ngorongoro Crater in Tanzania is a premier site for African wildlife.  
·  Yellowstone in the US is known for its geysers, wildlife and a waterfall. 
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Waterfalls occur in four of the top 14 sites: Angel Falls in Venezuela, Victoria Falls on 
the Zambia/Zimbabwe border, Iguazú Falls on the Argentina/Brazil border, and the 
Niagara Falls on the US/Canada border. Water in various forms is present in many 
other sites. 
 

 
 

Figure 2 Location of World Class Landscapes 
 
CHARACTERISTICS OF WORLD CLASS LANDSCAPES 
 
Having arrived at a list of top rated landscapes, what does this imply about human 
landscape preferences? What are the characteristics of such landscapes that lift them 
above ordinary landscapes? 
 
Table 4 classifies the nature of the sites. Of the 55 sites listed in three or more of the 
sources, nearly two-thirds are on the basis on their landforms. Taking landform sites 
together with waterfall sites and the cultural/landscape sites (e.g. Machu Picchu, Rio 
de Janerio, and Cappodocia in Turkey), the sites with a landscape component 
comprise 48 of the 55 top sites (87%). The sites listed as “other” were Krakatua 
(volcanic eruption) and Komodo (giant lizards) in Indonesia, the Bay of Fundy in 
Canda (large tidal movements), and the Amazon rain forest.  
 

Table 4 Classification of sites with 3+ listings 
 

 Landforms  Waterfalls  Cultural/landscape  Wildlife  Other  Total  
Total  35 5 5 6 4 55 

% 64 9 9 11 7 100 
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Leaving aside the cultural/landscape sites and also the Great Barrier Reef and Giants 
Causeway, Table 5 breaks down the remaining 38 sites classified as landforms and 
waterfalls into further categories. Nearly half are mountain sites, while sites with steep 
slopes (canyons, fjords and cliffs) and water (lakes, rivers and glaciers) account for 
another 30%. Underground landscapes in caves comprise four sites. 
 

Table 5 Landform and waterfall sites 
 

 Waterfalls  Mountains  Canyons/fjords/cliffs  Lakes/rivers/glacier s Caves  Total  

Total  5 17 7 5 4 38 

% 13 45 18 13 11 100 

 
 
An important characteristic of many of these sites is that of size – their immensity and 
overwhelming scale, compared with the human viewer. The contemporary  
identification of wonders has parallels with the 18th century’s discovery of the sublime, 
vast objects in nature such as mountains and oceans, stars and the cosmos.   
 
There are many other landscapes which could be considered of world class, including 
the following which are listed on the World Heritage List 
 
·  Pirin Mountains, Bulgaria 
·  Gros Morne NP, Canada 
·  Mount Huangshan, China 
·  Mt Emei, China 
·  Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan, China 
·  Mount Sanqingshan, China 
·  Plitvice Lakes, Croatia 
·  Old City of Dubrovnik, Croatia 
·  Cinque Terre, Italy 
·  Val d'Orcia, Italy 
·  Amalfi coast, Italy 
·  Dolomites, Italy 
·  The Pitons (two vertical islands), St Lucia 
·  Central Highlands of Sri Lanka 
·  Lake Ohrid, Macedonia 
·  Tsingy de Bemaraha Strict Nature Reserve (vertical pillars), Madagascar 
·  Cliff of Bandiagara, Mali 
·  Kinabalu Park, Borneo, Malaysia 
·  Gulf of California, Mexico 
·  Kotor (town on inlet), Montenegro 
·  Durmitor National Park, Montenegro 
·  Tongariro National Park, New Zealand 
·  Huascaran National Park, Peru 
·  Volcanoes of Kamchatka, Russian Federation (east) 
·  Glacier Bay, United States (Alaska) 
 
Inevitably, without a comprehensive survey, there will be omissions and 
inconsistencies in a list of world class landscapes.  
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Images of the world class landscapes follows, each represented because of space 
constraints by a single photograph only. 
 
REFERENCES 
 
World Heritage Convention 
http://whc.unesco.org  
 
World Heritage List 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list 
 
Wikipedia, Wonders of the World (includes 
many lists of world wonders) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wonders_of_the_W
orld  
 
7 forgotton natural wonders  
www.wonderclub.com/WorldWonders/Forgotte
nNaturalWonders.html  

 
New 7 Wonders  
www.new7wonders.com/en/ 
 
Howard Hillman Wonders of the World (lists of 
each continent plus 1000 world wonders) 
www.hillmanwonders.com/  

 
National Geographic  most beautiful beaches 
list  
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/top-
10/beaches/#page=2  
 
Famous wonders (100 wonders including 
natural and cultural sites)   
http://famouswonders.com/    
 
Travel Channel  
www.travelchannel.com/Places_Trips/Travel_I
deas/Art_Music_And_Culture/Seven_Wonders
_Of_The_World/Natural_Wonders   
 
10 Wonders of the world you don’t know 
http://listverse.com/2010/03/04/10-wonders-of-
the-world-you-dont-know/ 
 
Scenic Wonders of the World. Reader’s 
Digest, Sydney. 1981. 

 
 
  



12�
�

© 2011 Dr Andrew Lothian, Scenic Solutions 
�

IMAGES OF WORLD CLASS LANDSCAPES 
Arranged in group order by the number of rating sources (see Table 3) 

 
11 ratings 
 

Grand Canyon 

 
Source: Andrew Lothian 

 
9 ratings 
 

Great Barrier Reef 

 
Source: Scenicreflections.com 

 
Angel Falls - Venezuela 

 
Source: Wikipedia   Angel Falls and Auyantepui, Canaima NP, 
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8 ratings (omitting Galapagos Islands) 
Victoria Falls/ Mosi-oa-Tunya - Zambia and Zimbabwe  

 
Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/509 

 
Iguazú Falls – Brazil/Argentina 

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
Mt Everest  (Mount Chomolungma) – Nepal/Tibet  

 
Source: Wikipedia 

Yellowstone - United States 

 
Source: Wikipedia     Old Faithful 
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6 Ratings (omitting the Amazon rain forest) 
 

Uluru - Australia 

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
Mt Kilimanjaro - Tanzania 

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
Niagara Falls - United States and Canada 

 
 

Yosemite - United States 

 
Source: Wikipedia 
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5 ratings (omitting Carslbad Caverns, US) 

Banff/Rocky Mountains - Canada 

 
Source: Andrew Lothian.  Morraine Lake and Valley of the Ten Peaks 

 
Rio De Janerio harbour - Brazil 

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
Guilin (Kweilin)  Li River - Guangxi, China 

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
 



16�
�

© 2011 Dr Andrew Lothian, Scenic Solutions 
�

Nile River - Egypt 

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
Dead Sea – Israel and Jordan 

 
Source: Andrew Lothian 

 
Milford Sound – New Zealand 

 
Source: Andrew Lothian 
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Norwegian Fjords 

 
Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1195 Nærøyfjord 

 
Banaue rice terraces - Philippines 

 
Source: Wikipedia 
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Matterhorn - Switzerland 

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
4 ratings  (omitting Bay of Fundy, Krakatau, Puerto Princesa Subterranean River in the Philippines, 

and Jeita Grotto in Lebanon) 
 

Bernese Alps - Switzerland  Jungfrau-Aletsch  

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
Greenland  

 
Source: Wikipedia 
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Meteora Greece 

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
Bora Bora, Tahiti 

 
Source: ����������� !��  

 
Mt Kenya – Kenya  

 
Source: Wikipedia 
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Machu Picchu 

 
Source: Wikipedia 

 
Cappodocia - Turkey 

 
Source: http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/357 

 
Giant's Causeway – United Kingdom 

 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/369 
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Ha Long Bay - Vietnam 

 
www.my.opera.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 


